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Abbreviations

ACMP Anne Carroll Moore Papers, Manuscripts and Archives Division, New York
Public Library

AMJC Alice M. Jordan Collection (one box), Special Collections, Boston Public
Library

HBR Horn Book Records, MS , College Archives, Simmons College, Boston
LBP Louise Seaman Bechtel Papers, Archives and Special Collections, Vassar

College Libraries
LBUA Louise Seaman Bechtel, unpublished autobiography, box , Manuscript

Collections, Baldwin Library of Historical Children’s Literature, Depart-
ment of Special Collections, University of Florida George A. Smathers
Libraries

NERTCL New England Round Table of Children’s Librarians (one box), Special Col-
lections, Boston Public Library

Introduction

1. Periodicals ran articles with such urgent titles as “Equality of Woman with Man:
A Myth”; “Career or Maternity: The Dilemma of a College Girl”; “Spinster Factories:
Why I Would Not Send a Daughter to College.” But personal testimonies of women who
had made the “proper” choice also ran: “I Gave Up My Law Books for a Cook Book”; “I
Quit My Job”; “You May Have My Job: A Feminist Discovers Her Home.”

2. See, for example, Jessie Bernard’s study, Academic Women; William O’Neill, Every-
one Was Brave: The Rise and Fall of Feminism in America; William Chafe, The American
Woman: Her Changing Social, Economic, and Political Roles, –; Mary Ryan,
Womanhood in America: From Colonial Times to the Present; Rosalind Rosenberg,
Beyond Separate Spheres: Intellectual Roots of Modern Feminism; Barbara Solomon, In
the Company of Educated Women: A History of Women’s Higher Education in America;
Dee Garrison, Apostles of Culture: The Public Librarian and American Society; Penina




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Migdal Glazer and Miriam Slater, Unequal Colleagues: The Entrance of Woman into the
Professions, –; Joyce Antler, “The Educated Woman and Professionalization:
The Struggle for a New Feminine Identity, –.”

3. Hearne and Jenkins, “Sacred Texts,” –. Hearne and Jenkins include Moore
and Miller in their article and identify a canon that includes texts by three bookwomen
in this study: My Roads to Childhood: Views and Reviews of Children’s Books by Anne
Carroll Moore and Realms of Gold compiled by Bertha Mahony and Elinor Whitney.

4. Muncy, Creating a Female Dominion in American Reform, –, xii.
5. Bush, “New England Women,” –.
6. R. Smith, “Just Who Are These Women?” –.
7. Vandergrift,“Female Advocacy and Harmonious Voices,” ; Hannigan,“A Fem-

inist Analysis,” –.

8. James Daugherty to Bertha Mahony Miller, May , , box , folder , HBR.
Daugherty suggested that “a more analytical note might be sounded occasionally, with-
out spoiling the atmosphere of rosy enthusiasm appropriate to this particular field. . . .
I wonder if we haven’t come to the point when [literary criticism] can be given more
serious attention.”

9. [Bertha Everett Mahony], “New Books,” Horn Book  (November ): .
10. J. Brown, Definition of a Profession, –, .
11. Hearne and Jenkins, “Sacred Texts,” .
12. MacLeod, American Childhood, .
13. Children’s books during these years have been frequently criticized. In Thursday’s

Child, Sheila A. Egoff, for example, argues that “any examination of children’s books of
this period will show barely one-tenth of one percent to be of any enduring value” ().

14. The editor was Laura Harris at Grossett and Dunlap.
15. Heilbrun, Writing a Woman’s Life, , . Heilbrun argues that women “have

been seen to support one another in the crises of their lives, particularly in those fam-
ily crises so central to a woman’s experience of marriage, birth, death, illness, isolation,”
but friendship and “colleagueship” among women have seldom been recounted ().

Chapter . Troublesome Womanhood and New Childhood

1. Bledstein, Culture of Professionalism, .
2. Pawley, Reading on the Middle Border, . In Free to All, Abigail Van Slyck notes

that Carnegie’s gifts complicated the library’s role by creating decision-making dynam-
ics that embraced both philanthropy and paternalism ().

3. Carson, “Children’s Share,” .
4. Winston Churchill, “The Mission of the Public Library,” Library Journal 

(March ): –.
5. Kliebard, Struggle for the American Curriculum, .
6. Ditzion, Arsenals of Democratic Culture, .
7. Van Slyck, Free to All, .
8. Bledstein, Culture of Professionalism, .
9. Ibid., , .

10. See Wiegand, “Structure of Librarianship,” –.
11. For a discussion of Dewey, see Wiegand, Irrepressible Reformer.

     –
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12. Wiegand, “Structure of Librarianship,” .
13. The term “separate spheres” cannot be used uncritically, and its meaning has

been debated by historians for several decades. For a historiographical essay on the sub-
ject, see Linda Kerber’s “Separate Spheres, Female Worlds, Woman’s Place: The Rhetoric
of Women’s History” in Toward an Intellectual History of Women.

14. Hawes, Children between the Wars, .
15. Lears, No Place of Grace, .
16. Bledstein, Culture of Professionalism, , –.
17. Lears, No Place of Grace, .
18. An example of this concept can be found in Sanborn, “Books for Men,” . See

also Lears, No Place of Grace, , and Douglas, Feminization of American Culture.
19. “The English Conference, Official Report of Proceedings,” Library Journal 

(). By , the percentage had risen to .; by , fully  percent of America’s
librarians were women (Garrison, Apostles of Culture, ).

20. Rubin, Making of Middlebrow Culture, . Rubin identified a genteel “ideology
of culture,” which throughout the nineteenth century increasingly linked culture to
character and moral stature rather than financial means or social status. The “democ-
ratization of gentility” had as its goal the greatest exposure of individuals to culture,
“spreading the ‘best’ throughout society,” often by creating standards. In the library, this
translated into what has been called “the library faith,” that is, getting the “best” books
to the greatest number of people.

21. Moses, Children’s Books, .
22. Garrison, Apostles of Culture, .
23. Sanborn, “Books for Men,” –. Christine Pawley’s study of library records

of the Sage Library in Osage, Iowa, during the late nineteenth century revealed that
fiction reading was much more equally distributed between men and women than
librarians and publishers assumed. Publishers took it as a matter of course that reading
taste was driven by gender. The lack of factual data to support this assumption did not
deter publishers from targeting markets by gender as early as the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury (Reading on the Middle Border, ).

24. During the late seventeenth century, fiction and romance accounted for a mere 
percent of print material available (Douglas, Feminization of American Culture, ).

25. Gail Schmunk Murray, “Virtues for the New Republic, –,” in American
Children’s Literature. The perceived urgency for literate citizens resulted in a vigorous
Sunday school movement beginning in the s. But unlike the British version, the
American movement evolved beyond literacy training and began offering literature pri-
marily aimed at moral object lessons. Murray observed that Sunday school libraries
were often the only source of reading material in many American towns.

26. Hundreds of books fell into this category. Examples include the Rollo series and
the “Lucy” books by Jacob Abbott and the Peter Parley books by Samuel Goodrich.
Sedgwick wrote domestic novels (Morals of Manners; or, Hints for Our Young People)
that, according to Gail Schmunk Murray, reflected middle-class advice about “work
habits, cleanliness, demeanor, and virtue” (American Children’s Literature, ).

27. Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :–.
28. Lears, No Place of Grace, . As Alison Parker demonstrated in Purifying Amer-

ica, the library was not alone in its concern over America’s literary choices. Other

    – 
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organizations, such as the Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WTCU), were highly
invested in guiding Americans’ reading material.

29. Beginning with the list compiled by Hartford librarian Caroline Hewins, enough
were added so that by  the H. W. Wilson Company published a volume consisting
of twenty-four lists (Hearne and Jenkins, “Sacred Texts,” ).

30. Dain, New York Public Library, . While rank-and-file librarians were often
treated to antifiction rhetoric, they continued to place book orders for their libraries
that included a significant amount of fiction. According to Dain, roughly one-third
of NYPL’s total circulating stock consisted of fiction titles by . Librarians who actu-
ally did the book ordering in towns and cities across the nation responded to patrons
by stocking books they knew would draw readers to the library. Pawley’s findings re-
inforced the idea that librarians, often ignoring ALA recommendations, continued to
stock fiction in large numbers, frequently to facilitate the absorption of middle-class
values by immigrant and working-class populations. In Reading the Romance, Janice
Radway suggested that fiction reading might be construed as oppositional or as a
“female ritual” by which women “explore the consequences of their common social
conditions” (, ). She contended that the explanation for increases in fiction con-
sumption were technological as well as sociological; advances in print technology made
mass book production possible (–).

31. Whitehill, Boston Public Library, –.
32. Hawes, Children between the Wars, , although the phrase is Viviana Zelizer’s

in Pricing the Priceless Child: The Changing Social Value of Children (New York: Basic
Books, ).

33. Ronald D. Cohen, “Child-Saving and Progressivism, –,” in American
Childhood, ed. Hawes and Hiner, .

34. Hamilton Cravens, “Child Saving in the Age of Professionalism,” in American
Childhood, ed. Hawes and Hiner, –.

35. Cravens, “Child Saving,” .
36. Kliebard, Struggle, .
37. Ibid., , . See Dorothy Ross, G. Stanley Hall: The Psychologist as Prophet

(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, ). Moore referred to Hall as “the great
explorer of adolescence” in Cross-Roads to Childhood, .

38. Kliebard, Struggle, , –. Hall’s theories constituted only one of four major
viewpoints in educational reform of the late nineteenth century. The other streams of
thought he identifies include humanists, efficiency educators, and social meliorists. For
further discussion, see chapters  and  in Struggle.

39. K. Jones, Taming the Troublesome Child, . Jones argued that because doctors did
not generally believe in the possibility of childhood insanity, they remained indifferent
to children. She also noted that concern about middle-class children was readily avail-
able in advice manuals ().

40. Cravens, “Child Saving,” .
41. Lasch, Haven in a Heartless World, .
42. Hawes, Children between the Wars, .
43. Ibid., .
44. K. Jones, Taming the Troublesome Child, , –; also Horn, Before It’s Too

Late, .

      –
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45. K. Jones, Taming the Troublesome Child, .
46. Horn, Before It’s Too Late, .
47. Carson, “Child’s Share,” .
48. Murray, American Children’s Literature, .
49. In , Charles C. Jewett, librarian of the Smithsonian Institute, included this

information in an appendix to a report entitled “Notices of Public Libraries in the
United States of America” (Whitehill, Boston Public Library, –, –).

50. Even in cramped quarters, BPL was one of the ten largest libraries in the nation.
In , BPL moved to Copley Square. Its branches, at the turn of the twentieth century,
consisted of sixty-one outlying structures, including five reading rooms, thirteen deliv-
ery stations, twenty-two engine houses, a post office, five public schools, and various
other public institutions. Together with ten official, but dilapidated, branches, these
agencies struggled to supply books to the citizens of Boston. But by , BPL had
expanded dramatically to  branches, in part from patronage by children. See White-
hill, Boston Public Library, –, , , –, , , –, –, –, .

51. Ibid., –.
52. Diane Farrell, notes, lecture delivered on May , , p. , AMJC.
53. Whitehill, Boston Public Library, , .
54. Dain, New York Public Library, .
55. Ibid., .
56. Ibid., –, –, .
57. Frederick C. Hicks to R. R. Bowker, August , , box , R. R. Bowker Papers,

Manuscripts and Archives Division, NYPL.
58. Dain, New York Public Library, –.
59. For the most part, departmental supervisors served in advisory capacities as

Bostwick envisioned. Supervisors of children’s services, however, developed an early
reputation for maintaining strong personal control over their own departments (Dain,
New York Public Library, ).

Chapter . Protecting Books

1. Franklin K. Mathiews,“Blowing Out the Boy’s Brains,” Outlook (November ):
–.

2. Henry Beston to Moore, November , , box , ACMP; Gertrude Andrews
to Moore, October , , box , ACMP; Frederic Melcher to Moore, December ,
, box , ACMP; Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, .

3. Miscellaneous documents, box , ACMP.
4. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, , . Moore was a member of the American

Booksellers Association committee charged with organizing Book Week. Melcher
chaired the committee; Mathiews served as vice chair (Tebbel, History of Book Publish-
ing, :).

5. Carson, “Children’s Share,” .
6. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, , , , .
7. Moore, My Roads, –.
8. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, .
9. Mahony, “Alice M. Jordan,”  (originally printed, January–February ).

    – 
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10. Ibid., –.
11. Barbara Holbrook, manuscript, “Alice Mabel Jordan,” AMJC.
12. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, .
13. Hearne and Jenkins, “Sacred Texts,” –. Other librarians who played critical

roles in the early library movement were Minerva Saunders, Lutie Stearns, Alice Hazel-
tine, Elva Smith, and Mary Root. These women influenced the development of chil-
dren’s services by establishing children’s reading corners in their libraries and also
by addressing the ALA about the need for children’s library services. Hewins, a par-
ticularly important figure, pressed the issue before the ALA in a report she delivered to
the organization in , insisting that librarians had a responsibility to encourage chil-
dren’s reading, which, she claimed, was not being taken seriously by the organization.
At about the same time, Stearns, a librarian at Milwaukee Public Library, delivered a
paper to the ALA sufficiently persuasive to convince the organization that age limita-
tions for public libraries should be abolished. See also Hearne and Jenkins, “Sacred
Texts,” for further discussion of the way language was utilized by Moore, Frances Clarke
Sayers, Annis Duff, Ruth Hill Viguers, Bertha Mahony, and other bookwomen who con-
sistently spoke of library work in religious terms.

14. Bostwick, American Public Library, . As one of those activities, reading ought
to be preparatory for reality. In , the editor Horace Scudder rejected literary age
segregation and also voiced the prevalent assumption that “classic English literature”
provided both desirable reading and a tool by which other books might be measured.

15. Ibid., .
16. Wiegand, Politics of an Emerging Profession, .
17. Carson, “Children’s Share,” .
18. Jenkins, “Strength of the Inconspicuous,” .
19. Bostwick, American Public Library, .
20. Moore, “Reading Rooms for Children,” .
21. Ibid.
22. Hearne and Jenkins, “Sacred Texts,” . Organizing itself on the principles of a

confederation of interest groups caused the ALA to resemble other organizations of the
time, like the public school (Kliebard, Struggle, ).

23. Sturges, “Pattern and Ideal,” .
24. The room opened on June , . Within one year, Moore reported that eleven

thousand children had visited the room (“Reading Rooms for Children,” ). Although
the children’s room at Pratt was not the first, Moore nonetheless later cast it in a pio-
neering role, declaring that it was “the first . . . to be included in an architect’s plan . . . the
first to be furnished with chairs and tables of varying height, the first to consider the right
little children to enjoy books . . . the first library to make circulation of books subordinate
to familiar acquaintance with books and pictures in a free library” (Cross-Roads, ).

25. Moore, Cross-Roads, .
26. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, .
27. Shedlock, Art of the Story-Teller, xvi, xvii.
28. Sawyer, Way of the Storyteller, .
29. Carson, “Children’s Share,” .
30. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, ; Tyler, “Library Reading Clubs,” . The refer-

ence to Yeats is found in Moore’s Roads to Childhood, .

     –
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31. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, –. The value of pictures in children’s rooms was
widely, but not universally, acknowledged. At the  ALA conference in Montreal, a
Newark librarian noted that “mounted scraps of paper are out of place as a decorative
feature in a large and noble room.” Objections centered on issues of excessive cost and
time to create such displays (“Picture Work in Children’s Libraries,” Report of Montreal
Proceedings, Library Journal  [August ], ).

32. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, .
33. Melanie A. Kimball, “Youth Services,” .
34. Dain, New York Public Library, , , –.
35. Long, Book Clubs, , –.
36. Monthly report to Moore from Judith Karlson, librarian at George Bruce Branch,

, box , ACMP.
37. Moore segregated the clubs by sex, claiming that it was difficult to find stories

suitable for mixed groups.
38. Carson, “Children’s Share,” .
39. Tyler, “Reading Clubs,” –; Carson, “Children’s Share,” . Scholars have

sometimes interpreted children’s rooms only as places of solitude. Sybille Jagusch
claimed that children’s librarians “frowned upon too much entertainment” and encour-
aged literature that “brought moral direction,” but activities at NYPL suggest that
Moore’s attitude toward the uses of the library was complex (“First among Equals,” ).

40. Moore, “Reading Rooms,” .
41. Pawley, “Hegemony’s Handmaid?” –.
42. Long, Book Clubs, .
43. Moore, Cross-Roads, .
44. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, .
45. Gladys B. Hastings, meeting notes, December , NERTCL.
46. Mahony, “Her Quiet Fame and Influence on the Future,” Alice Jordan Memorial

Issue, Horn Book  (November ): .
47. Vandergrift, “Female Advocacy,” ; Lundin, “Pedagogical Context,” .
48. Long, Book Clubs, –.
49. Sturges, “Alice M. Jordan.” The organization later became a section of the Mass-

achusetts Library Association and the New England Library Association.
50. Ibid.
51. Gladys B. Hastings, meeting minutes, September , NERTCL.
52. Jennings, “Sticking to Our Last,” . For a discussion of attitudes about the

entrance of large numbers of women in the library, see Jacalyn Eddy,“‘We Have Become
Too Tender-Hearted’: Gender and the Language of Negotiation in the Public Library,
–,” in Libraries as Agencies of Culture, ed. Augst and Wiegand.

53. Walkley, “All in the Day’s Work,” .
54. Van Slyck, Free to All, .
55. Moore, Cross-Roads, .
56. Moore, Roads to Childhood, .
57. Ibid., –.
58. Dain, New York Public Library, ; Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, .
59. Elizabeth Shumway to Moore, October , , box , ACMP.
60. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, .

    – 
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61. Ibid., –, . One of Moore’s successors at NYPL was Augusta Baker, an
African American hired by Moore.

62. Dain, New York Public Library, . Several distinguished bookwomen who
began their professional lives as NYPL librarians believed that Moore had provided
them with a strong professional foundation, e.g., Margaret McElderry, Ruth Hill Viguers,
Anna Cogswell Tyler, Mary Gould Davis, Marian Fiery, Eleanor Estes, Helen Forbes.

63. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, .
64. Deutsch, Women and the City, , .
65. Whitehill, Boston Public Library, . On the other hand, all branch custodians

were women with salaries fixed at $, per year ().
66. Dain, New York Public Library, ; Whitehill, Boston Public Library, . Initiat-

ing pensions was also difficult. Repeated calls for retirement benefits at BPL met with
persistent inaction on the part of the city. Civil War veterans with ten years of service
could retire on half pay, but otherwise no retirement plan existed for employees of the
library as for other municipal employees. BPL employees did not receive pensions until
the Massachusetts legislature passed the pension bill in  (). Libraries typically
granted liberal vacation time, however, ranging from three to six weeks’ paid leave.

67. Dain, New York Public Library, .
68. “Hearing on Salary Question in New York,” Library Journal  (October ):

. This percentage represented fifty-two individuals. The highest paid staff librarian
was the branch librarian with a salary range of $,–, (average paid was $,).
Second highest was the children’s librarian with a salary range of $–, (average
paid $), followed by first assistant librarians, senior assistant librarians, and junior
assistant librarians. See additional discussion, “New York Librarians Ask for More Pay,”
Library Journal  (April ): –.

69. Library Journal  (March ): .
70. “New York Librarians Ask for More Pay,” –.
71. James W. Milden,“Women, Public Libraries, and Library Unions: The Formative

Years,” Journal of Library History  (Spring ):–.
72. Professional Training Section, Library Journal  (August ): .
73. Milden, “Women, Public Libraries,” –.
74. Library Journal  (June ): .
75. Milden,“Women, Public Libraries,” –. The vote before the ALA was -. By

the early s, all public library unions had died. Unions reemerged in the s, but
these were male dominated and did not take up sex discrimination issues.

76. Between its inception in  and Doran’s assumption of the periodical in ,
the Bookman had been published by Dodd, Mead. Moore’s early essays were signed
“Annie Carroll Moore,” but this was changed to avoid confusion with another woman
of the same name, who taught at Teachers College.

77. R. R. Bowker to Moore, February , , box , R. R. Bowker Papers, NYPL.
78. Sayers, Anne Carroll Moore, , .
79. Annie Carroll Moore, “Some Recent Books for Children,” Bookman  (Novem-

ber ): , –. In this particular review, Moore uses Poe, Kipling, and Bret Harte
as measurements of “good” books.

80. Moore, Roads to Childhood, .
81. Wiegand, “Structure of Librarianship,” .
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Chapter . Selling Books

1. Mahony’s personal recollection (), box , folder , , HBR. See also Frances
Darling,“The Book Caravan—Chapters from Horn Book History,” Horn Book  (April
): .

2. Mahony was not the only individual to conceive of the caravan as a bookselling
venture, though she may have been the first. J. W. Hiltman, president of D. Appleton and
Company, sent out a similar vehicle, with an eight-hundred-book capacity, to the Long
Island area in the summer of . See Tebbel, Between Covers, .

3. Ross, Spirited Life, –.
4. Deutsch, Women and the City, . The composition of most, though not all, help-

ing agencies was Anglo Saxon and Protestant. Ethnic agencies existed as well, like the
League of Catholic Women, the United Hebrew Benevolent Association, and Federation
of Jewish Charities. As Deutsch points out, ethnic agencies were often more likely to
offer cash assistance than their Protestant counterparts (–).

5. By , several other women’s organizations took up this issue. The Women’s
Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) worked with the Knights of Labor. In Chicago,
some twenty independent women’s organizations, including the Woman’s Club and the
Trades and Labor Assembly, allied to address working conditions for women in sweat-
shops. In surveys conducted by the General Federation of Women’s Clubs at the end of
the nineteenth century, club women overwhelmingly identified economics as the root
of their problems.

6. The Women’s Trade Union League (WTUL), founded in , provides a good
example. Operating under the auspices of the American Federation of Labor, the WTUL
brought together women active in the trade union movement as well as women from
middle-class voluntary organizations. Their combined efforts contributed to early pro-
tective legislation on behalf of women and children.

7. Addams, Spirit of Youth, –.
8. Peiss, Cheap Amusements, .
9. Addams, Spirit of Youth, .

10. Peiss, Cheap Amusements, .
11. Typical leisure activities included lectures about natural history and travel, musi-

cal performances, games, singing or painting lessons, and flower making. Union facili-
ties often contained small libraries for member use.

12. This was the description of union facilities opened in Auburn, New York, in .
The building contained parlors, bedrooms, and spaces for communal eating (Auburn
Daily Advertiser, May , ).

13. Deutsch, Women and the City, –.
14. In Women and the City, Deutsch discusses the spectrum of women’s organiza-

tions in Boston at this time, including the Fragment Society, Denison House, and the
WEIU. Of the three, Deutsch claims, the union exhibited the most aggressive political
style.

15. Deutsch, Women and the City, .
16. Quandt, From the Small Town. Quotes are from chapter , “Politics and the

Small-Town Fetish.”
17. Deutsch, Women and the City, .
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18. Ibid., –, –. Mahony was far from the only college woman in the orga-
nization. Many Wellesley students were WEIU members (). See especially “Moral
Geography” in Women and the City.

19. Bertha Mahony, manuscript, box , folder , p. G-, HBR.
20. Scott, Natural Allies, .
21. Antler, “Educated Woman,” ; Scott, Natural Allies, .
22. Ross, Spirited Life, –.
23. Barnes, “New Profession”; Ross, Spirited Life, .
24. Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :. Of  bookshops nationwide studied

by Publishers Weekly, only  percent were opened by women before . The number of
woman-owned businesses rose dramatically thereafter to roughly  percent by the late
s.

25. Deutsch, Women and the City, , , . Businesses run by men survived at
roughly twice the rate of women-run businesses.

26. Ibid., . Women who sold groceries, Deutsch points out, reminded the public
of women in a kitchen. Milliners and dressmakers, likewise, offered services that would
not necessarily alarm the public. See “Business of Women” in Women and the City.

27. Bertha Mahony, manuscript, H-, box , folder , p. G-, HBR.
28. Bertha Mahony, manuscript, H-, box , folder , HBR.
29. Kroch, Great Bookstore, –.
30. Publishers Weekly  (March , ): –.
31. Reprinted in Publishers Weekly  (March , ): .
32. Kroch, Great Bookstore, , .
33. W. Darling, Private Papers, .
34. Kroch, Great Bookstore, , .
35. Barnes, “New Profession,” .
36. Ibid., –.
37. Mary Mowbray-Clarke,“The Sunwise Turn Bookshop,” Publishers Weekly  (May

, ): .
38. Barnes, “New Profession,” –.
39. Horn Book  (April ): –.
40. Bertha Mahony, “The Bookshop for Boys and Girls—Boston,” Publishers Weekly

 (May , ): ; Ross, Spirited Life, –.
41. Ross, Spirited Life, –.
42. Anne Carroll Moore, “The Bookshop for Boys and Girls,” ALA Bulletin  (June

): –.
43. Mahony, “Bookshop for Boys and Girls—Boston,” .
44. Ibid., .
45. Ward Macauley, presidential address to the ABA, Publishers Weekly  (May ,

): –.
46. Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :–.
47. Passet, Cultural Crusaders, , . Bookmobile history has received relatively lit-

tle attention. In  Library Trends devoted its entire January issue to “Current Trends
in Bookmobiles.” More recently, Passet’s Cultural Crusaders provides information about
transportation of books throughout the West during the nineteenth century (see espe-
cially chapter , “Bringing Books and People Together”). See also Deanna B. Marcum,
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“The Rural Public Library in America at the Turn of the Century,” Libraries and Culture
, no.  (Winter ): –. There is also a brief but informative background of trav-
eling libraries in Marcum’s Good Books.

48. Gladys B. Hastings, meeting minutes, February , NERTCL.
49. Frances Darling, “The Book Caravan,” Horn Book  (April ): –.
50. Mahony, “Bookshop for Boys and Girls—Boston,” .
51. Ross, Spirited Life, –.

Chapter . Making Books

1. Bechtel, “The Cold World Turns Kind,” , LBUA. Brett transferred Seaman after
reading some of Seaman’s poetry, which circulated at Macmillan.

2. Sheehan, This Was Publishing, . Sheehan describes Macmillan as a “halfway”
house in this regard.

3. Macmillan, Author’s Book, preface and dedication. Many examples of the impor-
tance of personal relationships between publisher and author exist, frequently in pub-
lishers’ memoirs. See, for example, Doubleday, Memoirs of a Publisher.

4. Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :, , .
5. Ibid., :, . Despite a chronic shortage of capital, publishing growth during

the nineteenth century was dramatic. The total value of American books in  was
$. million; by , $. million; and on the eve of the Civil War, an astonishing $

million, with New York alone claiming nearly a third of the total. The increase in book
production was correspondingly impressive. In , approximately  book titles
issued from American publishers; by  the number had risen to ; by , the total
was ,; by , , new titles. See Hall, Cultures of Print, –; Tebbel, History of
Book Publishing, :–.

6. Tebbel, Between Covers, . Two hundred American publishing firms established
before the Civil War continued into the twentieth century. According to Tebbel, in
 fifty-three ( percent) of these firms continued to be controlled by their founding
families.

7. A wide variety of “cheap” books were produced during the nineteenth century,
including inexpensively produced editions of “classics,” typically costing from twenty-
five cents to two dollars. Munro’s inexpensive editions sold well and were important
because they provided Americans with the possibility of private ownership of classic lit-
erature by making it affordable. The notorious dime novels, descendants of story sheets
earlier in the century, were another form of cheap books available during the second
half of the nineteenth century, and it was to this genre in particular that established
publishing houses objected. Dime novels covered such topics as detectives, the circus,
mystery, sports, westerns, get-rich-quick schemes on Wall Street, sea adventures, and
science fiction. A third genre of cheap books was sentimental fiction. Emma Dorothy
Eliza Nevitte (E.D.E.N.) Southworth was only one of the authors—though perhaps the
most obvious—who represent this genre.

8. Madison, Book Publishing, .
9. Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :.

10. Madison, Book Publishing, ; Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :.
11. Publishers Weekly  (June , ): .
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12. Reprinted in Publishers Weekly  (March , ): .
13. It is a mistake to regard publishers as “Victorian prudes masquerading as pub-

lishers” (Sheehan, This Was Publishing, ) or to view them as hampering the evolution
of literature in America. While publishers like Brett tried to hold the line against merely
sensational writing or writing that, to their minds, amounted to religious heresy, room
existed for free thought, particularly if tied to artistic expression. Publishers produced
and even defended work they did not personally support. For example, Macmillan pub-
lished Veblen’s Theory of the Leisure Class and Beard’s Economic Interpretation of the Con-
stitution of the United States. Harper published Henry Demarest Lloyd’s Wealth against
Commonwealth; Scribner, Das Kapital; D. Appleton, the work of Charles Darwin.

14. Tebbel, Between Covers, , ; Bechtel, WNBA speech notes, LBP. Among
Macmillan’s adult British authors were Rudyard Kipling, C. S. Lewis, W. B. Yeats, H. G.
Wells, Thomas Hardy, and George William Russell. Its American authors included
Henry James, Hamlin Garland, Sara Teasdale, Zona Gale, Edgar Lee Masters, Ida Tarbell,
Owen Wister, Jack London, Conrad Aiken, and Rachel Field.

15. Kate Stephens’s title was children’s editor at Macmillan, but her letter book of
 (located at NYPL) suggests that her role was limited.

16. Sheehan, This Was Publishing, . The specialization required to support claims
of expertise was already evident at Macmillan. Brett had created an education depart-
ment in , followed by a college division department, the first in the nation, in ,
and a medical department in . Brett allowed these departments, together with three
trade departments, to function with a high degree of autonomy, so long as his employ-
ees were generally successful in surpassing competitors. Shortly before he created the
children’s department, Brett had added a department of religious books.

17. Arbuthnot, Children and Books, ; Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :. In
America, the most popular children’s book of the seventeenth century, for example, was
James Janeway’s A Token for Children, in which no fewer than thirteen children died.
First printed in , the book remained in print until the early nineteenth century.

18. Avery, Behold the Child, .
19. The conceptual model of golden ages dominates the history of publishing and

of children’s literature, including periodical literature. For example, see Ellis, History
of Children’s Reading, Egoff, Thursday’s Child, and Townsend, Written for Children.
Townsend claimed that the first golden age extended from  until ; the second
commenced in . Gail Schmunck Murray, in American Children’s Literature, con-
sidered the demise of the first golden age the result of such things as the influence of
Stratemeyer, the existence of self-appointed individuals who assumed dictatorial power
over children’s publishing, or the inability of authors to escape the Victorian ethos.
More recently, Anne Scott MacLeod has written about the demise of the golden age in
American Childhood.

20. Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :.
21. Edward T. Le Blanc, “A Brief History of Dime Novels: Formats and Contents,

–,” in Pioneers, Passionate Ladies, and Private Eyes, ed. Sullivan and Schurman,
. Characters like Deadwood Dick, Buffalo Bill, Nick Carter, and Jesse James became
stock for such novels, published (in addition to Beadle) by Frank Tousey, George
Munro, Norman Munro, and the firm of Street and Smith. Another useful book is
Diedre Johnson’s Edward Stratemeyer and the Stratemeyer Syndicate.

     –

10notes.qxd  7/19/2006  6:17 PM  Page 180



22. The Oxford Companion to Children’s Literature (New York: Oxford University
Press, ).

23. Publishers Weekly  (December , ): –.
24. Tebbel, American Magazine, , . Among these were Parley’s Magazine (),

Merry’s Museum for Boys and Girls (), The Youth’s Companion (), Our Young Folks
(), Oliver Optic’s Magazine (), and The Riverside Magazine for Young People ().
Between  and , over one hundred new periodicals made their debut, including
Harper’s Young People in . Securing contributions from well-known authors, some
of these periodicals represented a trend toward more imaginative writing. The largest
audience for such periodicals came from a self-defined genteel class eager to expose
their children to the messages of these magazines. L. Feliz Ranlett, “The Youth’s Com-
panion” ( Hewins Lecture), in The Hewins Lectures, –, ed. Andrews, ;
Murray, American Children’s Literature, , ; Madison, Book Publishing, .

25. Murray, American Children’s Literature, .
26. St. Nicholas authors included such notables as William Dean Howells, George

Washington Cable, Joel Chandler Harris, Thomas Bailey Aldrich, Sarah Orne Jewett,
Hamlin Garland, Laura Richards, Louisa May Alcott, Kate Douglas Wiggin, Ringgold
Lardner, Babette Deutsch, Bret Harte, William Cullen Bryant, James Baldwin, John
Townsend Trowbridge, Eudora Welty, Henry Steele Commager, Howard Pyle, Abby
Morton Diaz, and Edna St. Vincent Millay. It should be noted that many women who
later became authors/editors during the time under investigation in this study won
prizes for contributions to St. Nicholas, including Rachel Field, Anne Parrish, Helen
Dean Fish, Helen Sewell, Mary Gould Davis, Babette Deutsch, and Dorothy Canfield
Fisher.

27. Florence Stanley Sturges, “St. Nicholas” ( Hewins Lecture), in The Hewins
Lectures, ed. Andrews, –.

28. Oxford Companion to Children’s Literature, –.
29. Reprinted in Publishers Weekly  (June , ): .
30. Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :, : (appendix A,“An Economic Review

of Book Publishing, –”).
31. Tebbel, Between Covers, .
32. Examples are Knopf, Simon and Schuster, Viking, and Harcourt, Brace.
33. Tebbel, Between Covers, , . Macmillan also established an office in Australia

() and Canada (). Morgan, House of Macmillan, –.
34. Morgan, House of Macmillan, .
35. Recalling her early years at Macmillan, Bechtel stated that “everyone who learned

publishing from [Brett] knew that he considered it a great profession as well as a busi-
ness; that he cared greatly about publishing great books; that he obviously believed
books could influence the course of events in the world. As to children’s books, they
should above all shape character, and introduce [children] to great writing of the past,
aside from educating them.” (WNBA speech notes, LBP).

36. Tebbel, Between Covers, , –.
37. Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :–. Between  and , wages rose

overall for both men and women. Men’s wages in publishing increased from  to .
percent during this period while women’s wages increased from  to  percent,
depending on the job. Workers in binderies, for example, received pay increases at the
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low end of the scale, while workers in composing rooms received greater increases. See
Tebbel, History of Book Publishing, :.

38. Bechtel, “Cold World,” .
39. R. Smith, “Just Who Are These Women?” ; Bechtel, “At the Turn of the Cen-

tury,” , LBUA.
40. Bechtel, “Scholar or Editor,” , LBUA.
41. Ibid.
42. This correspondence can be found in LBP. Seaman clearly cherished Coats-

worth’s letters about her worldwide travel experiences, which often included hand-
drawn figures of individuals Coatsworth encountered.

43. Wright, “Women in Publishing,” . See also Solomon, In the Company of Edu-
cated Women, especially chapter , “After College, What?” Solomon discussed the com-
plex attitudes toward college-educated women during the years –. Since life
was no longer “predetermined as a simple transition from daughter to wife to mother,”
Solomon observed, many women, like Seaman, seemed to “drift while deferring long-
range decisions.” Seaman and several other bookwomen accepted temporary profes-
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ACMP.

36. Beekin to Moore, February , branch library reports, –, box , ACMP.
37. Beekin to Moore, February , branch library reports, –, box , ACMP.
38. Beekin to Moore, February  and January , branch library reports, –

, box , ACMP.
39. Karlson to Moore, December , and Beekin to Moore, January , branch

library reports, –, box , ACMP.
40. Wright, “Women in Publishing,” .
41. Eaton, Reading with Children, .
42. Editorial, Horn Book  (May–June ): .
43. Shedlock, Story-Teller, xiii, xiv.
44. Ross, Spirited Life, ; Sawyer, Storyteller, .
45. Sawyer, Storyteller, ; Ross, Spirited Life, . Other storytellers at NYPL included

Claire Huchet Bishop, known for her stories Five Chinese Brothers and The Ferryman;
Pura Belpre’ for Perez and Martina, and Ruth Sawyer, The Juggler of Notre Dame, The
Peddler of Ballaghadereen, Wee Meg Barnileg and the Fairies (Sawyer, Storyteller, ).
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–. Women’s clubs participated in Book Week advertising. Children’s reading was
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59. I. Smith, History, , , , . Given the fact that Story was not necessarily
intended for children, it was an interesting choice, revealing continued ambivalence
about the separation of adult books from those of children. Van Loon had written the
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that books were too expensive (Tebbel, Between Covers, –).
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75. Bechtel, “When a Publisher Makes a Catalog,” in Books, –.
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Happy Hour books were five and one-quarter inches square, Singer sewn, with full
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have children (, ).
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in  was the ALA meeting at Lake Placid, where it was displayed for examination by
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124. Fass, Damned and the Beautiful, .
125. Hawes, Children, –, .
126. Horn, Before It’s Too Late, .
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Taming, , , ). See also the introduction to Elizabeth Lunbeck’s Psychiatric Per-
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Troublesome Child.

130. K. Jones, Taming, . Intelligence testing became the central, quantitative mea-
surement of children and was a commercial enterprise by . By the middle of the
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